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Weekend schedule

We embark on the very last stint of 2018 Formula One World Championship before it goes silent for a
couple of weeks. Launching the first issue of F1technical.net’s magazine could therefore not be more
stylish. In this inaugural issue, I would like to invite you for a tour into the history of the Hungarian

Hungaroring’s 2018 event

Grand Prix and give you a look into my glamourous home, Budapest and Hungary.

calendar
WTCR

Five races within a timeframe of six weeks. This summer has seen the tightest schedule the sport has ever had.
Teams have used all their stamina over the past weeks not just because of the races, but also due to the con-

27-29 April

DTM

stant travelling between the venues.

ETRC

Following four year of Mercedes dominance, Ferrari stepped up its game for this year and the season has seen
the thrilling battle between the two genius drivers Sebastian Vettel and Lewis Hamilton. The pecking order be-

1-3 June
15-16 June

International GT Series 7-8 July

tween Mercedes and Ferrari is constantly evolving from track to track. Hope remains that Ferrari can keep up
TCR Europe Series

with the development pace dictated by its fierce rival and the electrifying fight between the two quadruple
champions will go down to the wire.

Formula One

On the twisty layout of Hungaroring, Red Bull will be adamant to step up as a dark horse and
surprise the two field-leading squads.
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7-8 July
27-29 July

Official F1 Test 31 July & 1 August
Blancpain GT Series 1-2 September
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The Hungaroring is

Last year’s race saw Ferrari

heating up for the 33.

dominating the field and

Hungarian Grand Prix

scoring a one-two finish.

Race winners

2017

Sebastian Vettel

2016

Lewis Hamilton

2015

Sebastian Vettel

2014

Daniel Ricciardo

2013

Lewis Hamilton

2012

Lewis Hamilton

2011

Jenson Button

2010

Mark Webber

2009

Lewis Hamilton

2008

Heikki Kovalainen

2007

Lewis Hamilton

2006

Jenson Button

2005

Kimi Räikkönen

2004

Michael Schumacher

2003

Fernando Alonso

2002

Rubens Barrichello

2001

Michael Schumacher

2000

Mika Häkkinen

1999

Mika Häkkinen

later.

1998

Michael Schumacher

Thanks to a coup of Bernie Ecclestone, Formula One ventured behind the Iron Curtain. The Briton

1997

Jacques Villeneuve

1996

Jacques Villeneuve

1995

Damon Hill

1994

Michael Schumacher

1993

Damon Hill

1992

Ayrton Senna

1991

Ayrton Senna

1990

Thierry Boutsen

1989

Nigel Mansell

1988

Ayrton Senna

1987

Nelson Piquet

1986

Nelson Piquet

Nelson Piquet celebrates his triumph during the inaugural Hungarian GP in 1986

The HISTORY of the Hungarian Grand Prix
The Hungaroring is located in the small town of Mogyoród, some 18km away from
Budapest. The M3 freeway offers a quick accessibility from the Hungarian capital. The
twisty track was built in 1985 and 1986. Construction works started on 1 October
1985. In record time, the works were finished in eight months. The first race was then
held on 24 March 1986.
However, Hungary has a longer history in motor racing. In fact, it dates back to 1936 when the first
ever Hungarian GP was organized over a 5km long track laid out in Népliget, one of the most famous
park of the marvellous Budapest. Three teams, the Alfa Romeo-equipped Ferrari, Auto Union and
Mercedes-Benz all sent three cars. The event was witnessed by a large crowd. It was, however, not
enough to continue the Grand Prix history book of Hungary and it was only reopened some 50 years

was interested in bringing his Circus in the Soviet Union. He was looking for the ideal place, he even
visited Moscow, but he found the location of the possible GP grey and depressing. Ecclestone’s
second

wife

Slavica

Radic

suggested

a

race

in

her

home

country

Yugoslavia.

However, the Hungarian-born businessman, close friend of Ecclestone, Tamás Rohonyi
recommended a race on his home turf. When Ecclestone visited Budapest for negotiations and was
guided around the Buda castle, he was taken aback and fell in love with the scenic view over the
River Danube.
He first wanted a race in the city centre, the beautiful Városliget, where the Heroes’ Square is
located, was the first candidate to host the GP. However, the local authorities refused to give the
green lights. Without the permission, the men in charge started looking for race locations outside the
Hungarian capital.
Since its inception, Hungaroring became a mainstay in Formula One, only Monaco and Monza have
featured

on

the

calendar

for

longer

than

the

4.3km

long

circuit.

Three-time world champion Ayrton Senna claimed the first ever pole position on the Hungaroring
with his Lotus and Nelson Piquet went on to open up the history book of the track by winning the
race in his Williams 17.6 seconds ahead of his countryman.

Most successful
drivers and teams
Lewis Hamilton has five
victories to his name
which puts him on top
of the winners' table.
With four wins, Michael
Schumacher
is
the
second most successful
driver of the Hungarian
GP history while the
Brazilian Ayrton Senna
claimed three triumphs
on the Hungaroring.
Among the two-time
Hungarian GP victors
are
Nelson Piquet,
Damon Hill, Jaques
Villeneuve,
Mika
Häkkinen,
Jenson
Button and Sebastian
Vettel.

The twisty layout of the Hungaroring

Facts about the Hungaroring
After the latest reconstruction in 2003, the length of the circuit is 4381m. The relatively
short track means fans see their heroes 70 times rushing around the circuit during the
Grand Prix. Due to its layout, overtaking is rather difficult on the circuit, the start offers
one of the main opportunities for a manoeuvre as drivers have to cover 610m up to the
first, slow, cambered corner.
Drivers fly around the circuit clockwise. The twisty track consists 14 corners, seven of
them are right-handed ones, the other seven corners are left-handed ones.

Hamilton after winning the 2016
Hungarian GP

Of the constructors,
McLaren stands out
with its 11 triumphs.
Williams and Ferrari
won
on
seven
occasions apiece. Red
Bull and Mercedes
both were victorious
two times.

The track is often compared with the mesmerizing Monaco street circuit thanks to its
slow-speed nature.There are three turns taken under 100kph while there is no corner
which would be taken at a speed above 250kph. There are only two significant straights:
one is the start-finish straight while the other one is between turn 11 and turn 12, playing
down the importance of the power units and putting emphasis on the aerodynamic
balance and the mechanical grip of the racing machines.
The average speed of the fastest race lap set by Kimi Räikkönen during the 2016 Formula
One Hungarian GP was 189.822kph. The highest top speed is around 295kph. Drivers
apply full throttle for around 60 per cent of the lap.
There are 11 braking zones, five of them are heavy braking actions. The longest flat-out
section is approximately 910m on the main straight.
Fuel consumption is not a decisive factor around the Hungaroring. Cars use 1.38kg of fuel
per lap which means around 96.6kg of total fuel consumption during the full race
distance. The time penalty per lap of fuel is 0,042s which means a time loss of 0,3 tenth
of a second for 10l of fuel.
The fastest lap record was set by the seven-time world champion Michael Schumacher
back in 2004 when the German clocked a 1:19.071 during the Grand Prix.

Interesting facts
1. An early Hungarian state was formed in this territory in 896, but the most
famous king Saint Stephen I was crowned on the first of January 1000 AD. Since
this event, Hungary has been recognized as a Catholic Apostolic Kingdom.
2. Austria-Hungary, often referred to as the Austro-Hungarian Empire or the Dual
Monarchy was a union between the Kingdom of Hungary and the Austrian
Empire that was formed in 1867 and collapsed in 1918 as a result of the defeat in
World War I.
3. Hungary is located in Central Europe, sharing its borders with Croatia, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia,
Ukraine and Austria.
4. The capital city is Budapest which has a population of 1.7 million. The entire country has 9.9 million
habitants.
5. The city of Budapest was officially created on 17 November 1873 by the merging of three towns – Buda, Pest
and Óbuda.
6. Some quite important daily objects were invented by Hungarians, including the
noiseless match, the electric bulb and the Rubik's cube. The Budapest-born János
Neumann who was generally regarded as the foremost mathematician, made major
contribution to computing (Neumann architecture, linear programming), physics
(quantum mechanics), mathematics (functional analysis, numerical analysis). The
also Budapest-born Edward Teller is known colloquially as the father of the hydrogen
bomb.
7. Hungary has one of the most important thermal spring culture in Europe. The
country has no less than 1500 spas, most of them feature Roman, Greek or Turkish
architecture.
8. 13 Hungarians have received a Nobel Prize. Except the peace, Hungary has a Nobel
Prize in every category.
9. The small country has a long tradtion of classical music. Among the most famous composers are Béla Bartók,
Zoltán Kodály and Franz Liszt.

10. Although it is not the oldest in Europe, but still quite old – the University of Pécs was founded in 1367.
11. What the Tomorrowland for Boom, Belgium is, it is the Sziget Festival for Budapest, Hungary. This festival is
one of the largest music and cultural festivals in Europe and takes place on the Old Buda island, hence the
name.
12. It was another Hungarian, Péter Besenyei who made huge contribution to the
famous Red Bull Air Race competition. He was the first pilot to test the so-called Air
Gates in 2002. 2003 saw the birth of the Red Bull Air Race Championship, the first
round haven taken place in Austria while the second race in Budapest. Besenyei was
crowned the champion in the inaugural season of this stunning aircraft competition.

The highest point in the country is Kekes at 1,014 meters (3326 feet) in the Mátra Mountains northeast
of Budapest.

Practical information
BKV is the name of the Budapest
Transport company. The Hungarian
capital has a very well organized
transport system which enables
tourists to easily reach every single
point of the city.
Unlike many other European big cities,
the Budapest transport features a
wide variety of public vehicles. There
are many new, modern, well-equipped
metros, trams, buses, trolley buses,
funicular and cable chair.
You can buy a single ticket, but the
various daily tickets are more
advantageus. Unlike in other countries
like Germany, a 24- or 72-hour ticket is
valid 24 or 72 hours long from the
indicated date and for an unlimited
number
of trips within the
administrative
boundaries
of
Budapest.
If you travel by plane to Budapest, you
can choose the bus line number 100E
which takes you to the downtown or
you can chose the 200E which
transports between the airport and
the final destination of metro line
three.
On the official website of the
company, you can get access to the
trip planner, or you can download an
application on your smart phone.

13. Hungary's cowboys are called 'csikos' who show off
their prowess in the 'Hortobágy' region.
14. Basic education lasts for eight years divided into two
stages of four years each. Secondary education is
provided in academic secondary schools or vocational secondary schools.
15. About one-third of native Hungarians live outside their home country. Most of
them live in Romania and other countries adjacent to Hungary, but many
Hungarians live in Great-Britain and America, as well.
16. The bacon cooking (szalonnasütés) is an important free time activity for many
Hungarians in summer. On this occasion, the bacon is cooked while it is held over an
open fire.
17. The Hungarian language is one of the most difficult
languages to learn. According to a recent study, one needs
44 weeks and net 1100 class hours to study the Hungarian.
Finnish and Estonian are the only two languages in Europe
related to the Hungarian.
18. In contrary to many other countries, Hungarians use their last name first when
introducing.
19. Budapest' first metro line is the oldest metro line in continental Europe.
20. McDonald's was the first foreign fast food restaurant in Hungary which was
opened back in 1988.
21. Europe's probably most beautiful building, the Hungarian Parliament was built
in 1896 to celebrate Hungary's millenial brithday. The building has a stunning
architecture both from inside and outside. No less than 40kg of solid gold was used
in its construction.
22. Altough part of the European Union, Hungary has kept its currency (Forint), which
is based on the decimal system.
23. Hungary is an ultra successful country in the history of the Summer Olympic
Games. It has won a total of 448 medals which puts it 9th among the 211
participating nations.
24. Lake Balaton is the second largest lake in Europe and the largest in Central Europe.
25. Soccer is still the most popular sport in Hungary,
even if Hungarians' successes have faded in the last
decades. Hungarian soccer star Ferenc Puskás still
holds the world record for the number of goals scored in
a World Cup final.

F1 Experiences offers a two-seater car ride in Hungary
The 2018 Hungarian Grand Prix will be one of the selected venues where the F1 Experience programme offers its special
legend package with its unique two-seater car ride. This package includes daily Paddock Club hospitality, two laps around
the track in a custom-built two-seater F1® car with an experienced F1 driver, also comes with Paddock Passes.

Top tourist attractions in budapest
Parliament Building
If one visits Budapest, the Parliament Building has to sit on top
of his list which stands out not only with its pleasing
architecture, but also with its size. The Neo-Gothic house of the
Hungarian Parliament is the third largest parliament building,
housing 691 rooms. It was built in 1886 to celebrate the
country's 1000th anniversary. You can visit this building and
have a glance from inside, from outside, in the daytime, at night,
from a boat or just walking around it, you will fall in love with it

at first sight.
Chain Bridge
The Széchenyi Chain Bridge is probably the most beautiful bridge in Europe. It spans the River Danube between Buda and
Pest and was designed by the English engineer William Tierney Clark and built by the Scottish engineer Adam Clark. Having
been opened in 1849, it was the first permanent bridge across the Danube in Hungary. The bridge was named after István
Széchenyi who was the major supporter of its construction.
Gellért Hill
The Gellért Hill is one of Budapest’s most striking features. The panoramic location gives a wonderful view over the River Danube
and practically over the entire city. The springs which supply the Gellért and Rudas bath also emerge here. The famous Liberation
Statue atop was erected in 1947 in remembrance of the liberation of Hungary by soviet troops.

The Hungarian National Museum
The Hungarian National Museum was founded back in 1802 and is placed in its current large splendid classical building on
the Museum boulevard. The building is surrounded by a nice park which features a monument to the famous Hungarian poet
János Arany and other busts.
Margaret Island
The Margaret Island or Margitsziget as it is called in Hungarian is a 2.4km long island where Budapest's main recreation
centre is located. You can visit one of its spas or you can just walk through its carefully tended gardens and paths. The

enormous musical fountain is my personal highlight, but the Rose Garden or the Japanese Garden are also worth visiting.
There are also a number of restaurants and bars there where you can enjoy some refreshment. It is definetely a must!
Buda castle and castle hill
The Buda Castle is definitely the main attraction of the right-handed side of Budapest. The Castle
has a total of 200 rooms. It was first completed in 1265, but the massive Baroque palace today
occupying most of the site was built between 1749 and 1769. During the World Was II, heavy
fights and artillery fire rendered the palace into ruins. The palace was rebuilt by 1966, but the
interior spaces were ready only in the 1980s.The front part of the Castle now houses the
Hungarian National Gallery while the back part functions as the Széchenyi Library. Sitting as the king in the Castle District, it is
surrounded by the Castle Funicular Railway, important medieval monuments and museums.

Fischerman's Bastion
Overlooking the River Danube, the Fischerman’s Bastillon sits on the top end of visitors’ bucket list. The Neo-Romanesque

complex of towers, courtyards, colonnades, and walls was built between 1895 and 1902 and is now renowned thanks to its
impressive views over the city and the Danube.

Matthias Church
The stunning architecture of the Matthias Church is an impressive landmark on Castle Hill. The building was completed in 1269.
Interestingly, it was used as a mosque during the Turkish occupation after that it was renovated in Baroque style. There are free
organ concerts here on Sunday evenings.

Saint Stephan's Basilica

Located on the Pest side of the capital, the cathedral is a popular attraction thanks to its impressive
architecture. It was dedicated to Saint Stephan who was the founder of the Hungarian state. The World
War II caused excessive damages to the building, but it was successfully restored and it now hosts
classical concerts. Visitors can have a sweeping 360-degree view from its cupola.
Heroes' Square (Hősök tere)
The Heroes’ Square is one of the major squares in Budapest, Hungary, noted for its
iconic statue complex featuring the Seven chieftains of the Magyars and other important Hungarian national leaders. Construction began in 1896 to commemorate the
thousandth anniversary of the Hungarian conquest of the Carpathian Basin and the

work was completed in 1900. Hősök tere is surrounded by two important buildings, Museum of Fine Arts on the left and Palace of Art.
Hospital in the Rock Nuclear Bunker Museum
Museums are boring, or? If you visit a unique, very speical Bunker Museum, you will discover that
museum can be impressive and interesting indeed. The maze of caves has been used for very
different purposes since prehistoric times. During the World War II, a hospital was set up in the
cave which was secured against nuclear contamination. The bunker now functions as a museum and gives an inch-perfect impression how the emergency institution operated back then.

City Woodland Park
The City Woodland Park (Városliget) is an enormous park adjacent to the Heroes' Square. It is one of the
capital's main recreation centres. The park was laid out in the 19th century and since then it has really grown. Among

its

main attractions are the stunning Vajdahunyad Castle, People's Stadium, Transport Museum of Budapest, Széchenyi Medicinal
Bath and the Municipal Zoological and Botanical Garden.

Opening hours
Unlike in many other European cities, shops have long opening hours. Most shops of shopping malls are generally open
between 10 AM and 10 PM on workdays and on Saturdays, and until 8 PM on Sundays. The smaller shops usually close
earlier. Some larger supermarkets have units that are open 24 hours a day.

Favourite drinks
Pálinka
Pálinka which has
no exact name in
other languages
is probably the most well-known Hungarian alcoholic beverage. It is a strong shot,
traditionally distilled from different kinds
of fruits: plums, pears, peaches, cherries,
grapes, etc. Many Hungarians make
pálinka at home at the end of summer
and drink it before eating to help appetite.

Fröccs
Fröccs is a mixture of wine and soda water. There are sumless sorts of that.
Fröccs is the simplest and most wonderful drink to have at the end of a hot day.
As it is very popular, it can be ordered in
literally every bar.
Milk bars
Milk bars are growing in Budapest and
are set to become the latest tradition.
These bars open relatively early and offer
a wide variety of coffee, a cup of milk and
some breakfast. These locations offer a
large selection of pastries, as well.

Although

Hungary is full of international restaurant chains and fast food
restaurants, it still has a list of traditional dishes which you must not miss on
your trip to Hungary. Sadly, unlike in the countryside, in Budapest there are
not that many typical Hungarian restaurants as international ones have been
gathering ground, but you can find some in the downtown.

Fisherman's soup (halászlé)
This delicious spicy soup is usually made from carp. The recipe relies on the traditional paprika powder,
which gives the soup’s bright red colour. There are lots of versions of it, and it is a more common dish in

Pastries

the countryside.

Pancake (palacsinta)

Goulash (gulyás)
Goulash is probably the most famous Hungarian dish. It is a stew made of meat and vegetables and with
lots of paprika. It can also be made from chicken or pork, but beef is the traditional ingredient.

Hungarian
pancakes

are

thin,

similar

to

French

crepes,

and

totally

Chicken Paprikash (csirkepaprikás)
Chicken Paprikash is a good reflection of the Hungarian cuisine, showcasing most of its important
ingredients: paprika, onion, pepper, garlic, green pepper, tomato and sour cream. This dish has a creamy

unlike American hot cakes. It can be

sauce which the chicken meat is simmered in for an hour. Traditionally, it is served with egg dumplings

served with nougat cream, jam, walnut,

called nokedli.

etc.

Hungarian Lecsó
Hungarian Lecsó is basically a vegetable stew made from tomatoes, yellow peppers and onions. Vegetables

Sponge cake (somlói galuska)

are seasoned with salt and paprika powder. This is the traditional sort, but there is a long list of different
recipes. Some also add meat to it or serve it mixed with scrambled egg.

Being a hot-favourite pastry, this dessert
is the encounter of several tasty layers. It

Sólet
The traditional Hungarian-Jewish dish ‘sólet’ is a stew made from kidney beans, onions, barley and paprika.

is a trifle made with three different
flavoured sponge cakes, cream, raisins as

well as walnuts and chocolate sauce.

Langosh (lángos)

Lángos is a deep-fried dough served with a variety of toppings. It can be served with garlic oil, sour cream
and grated cheese on top.

Notes to the Hungarian
Grand Prix

Official schedule
Thursday, 26 July 2018

-

14:00 -

-

16:00 -

18:00

Gate Opening
Public Pit Lane Walk

For 3 day ticket holders only

Friday, 27 July 2018
8:00

-

1900

Gate Opening

8:00

-

8:50

Formula 1 F1 2 Seater

9:30

-

10:15

GP3 SERIES PRACTICE SESSION

11:00 -

12:30

FORMULA 1

For Thierry Boutsen, the 1990 Hun-

12:55 -

13:40

FIA FORMULA 2

garian Grand Prix was a special one.

15:00 -

16:30

FORMULA 1

16:55 -

17:25

FIA FORMULA 2

17:40 -

17:50

Formula 1 F1 2 Seater

Three drivers claimed their maiden

18:10 -

18:55

PORSCHE MOBIL 1 SUPERCUP PRACTICE SESSION

Grand

Saturday, 28 July 2018

The Belgian recorded his first and only
F1 pole in Hungary.

Prix

podiums

at

the

Hungaroring - Jos Verstappen, Pedro
de la Rosa and Timo Glock.

FIRST PRACTICE SESSION
PRACTICE SESSION

SECOND PRACTICE SESSION
QUALIFYING SESSION

9:00

-

9:45

FORMULA 1

Team pit stop practice

9:30

-

9:50

Formula 1 F1 2 Seater

Damon Hill's 1993 triumph was one of

10:45 -

11:15

GP3 SERIES QUALIFYING SESSION

the most dominant victory over the

12:00 -

13:00

FORMULA 1

13:25 -

13:55

PORSCHE MOBIL 1 SUPERCUP QUALIFYING SESSION

14:00 -

14:20

FIA FORMULA 2

15:00 -

16:00

FORMULA 1

Four drivers have taken maiden vic-

16:45 -

17:50

FIA FORMULA 2

tories in Hungary - Damon Hill in

18:30 -

19:15

GP3 SERIES FIRST RACE (22 laps or 40 minutes)

Hungarian Grand Prix history. The
Briton took the chequered flag almost
72 seconds ahead of the chasing pack.

1993, Fernando Alonso in 2003, Jenson Button in 2006 and Heikki Kovalainen in 2008.
So far, sixteen different drivers have
won the Hungarian Grand Prix.
Hungaroring is one of the shortest
track on the calendar. Only Monte
Carlo, Montreal, Spielberg and
Interlagos are shorter.

THIRD PRACTICE SESSION

Drivers' Parade
QUALIFYING SESSION
FIRST RACE (37 laps or 60 minutes)

Sunday, 29 July 2018
8:30

-

9:00

Formula 1 F1 2 Seater

10:05 -

10:40

GP3 SERIES SECOND RACE (17 laps or 30 minutes)

11:20 -

12:10

FIA FORMULA 2

12:35 -

13:10

PORSCHE MOBIL 1 SUPERCUP RACE (14 laps or 30 minutes)

13:30
14:00 -

14:15

14:54
15:10 -

17:10

SECOND RACE (28 laps or 45 minutes)

FORMULA 1

Drivers' Track Parade

FORMULA 1

Starting grid presentation

FORMULA 1

National Anthem

FORMULA 1

GRAND PRIX (70 laps or 120 minutes)

Contact Us
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Email us for more information.

szabobalazsf1@gmail.com

Editor in chief of GPTECHNICAL newsletter

